Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL) e-Pack

Sandpit and Sand Play Risk-Benefit Assessment

Risk-benefit assessment date: September 2026

Assessed by: C Copeman

Risk(s)

Benefit(s)

Description of risk
management and
maintenance agreed

Activity Ideas

Nominated
person

Action date

Sand in face/eyes
Items buried in sand

External factors/re animals,
wildlife, faeces

All those listed in play policy plus...

Core strength,
Co-ordination,
Co-operation,

Creativity,

Imaginative play opportunities

Daily checks on anything
being left in the sandpit.

Sand combed over and
checked for ‘litter’

Sandpit covered everyday
after use to avoid ‘unwanted
guests.’

Only wellies to be worn in
the sandpit.

Wellies, and their contents,
to be emptied back into the
sandpit after use

Only toys and equipment
designated for the sandpit to
be used in that area.

"We might build a sandcastle”

“We might dig holes.”

“We might use water to make
rivers.”

We might bury things and
unearth them like fossils.”

“We might make sand angels”

OPAL lead and
OPAL play team
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